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Today’s Theme: The Gospel is God’s Mysterious
Wisdom Proclaimed through His Spirit

1 Corinthians 2:6-16
“Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom,
however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing
away; 7 but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom,
which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 8 the wisdom
which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had
understood it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 9 but
just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS
NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN,
ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."
10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit
searches all things, even the depths of God. 11 For who among men
knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in
him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of
God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who
is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God,
13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human
wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual
thoughts with spiritual words.

1 Corinthians 2:6-16
14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for
they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them,
because they are spiritually appraised. 15 But he who is spiritual
appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man. 16 For
WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE SHOULD
INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.”

Review:
•

•

•

•
•

Greek (Corinthians) culture was influenced by and followed
various philosophers.
Paul began his letter explaining that he is not a philosopher or
trying to persuade them by mere human words, but by God’s word
(Gospel - 1:17)
Human wisdom has no power, but God’s word is wisdom and
power
- Power to save sinners (1:18)
He continues to differentiate human wisdom from Heavenly
through Chp 2
His attack on divisions in the church in Chp 1 and into Chp 3 is
because it slows or derails spiritual growth and understanding due
to its mixture of human and heavenly wisdom.

1 Corinthians 2:6-16
Theme:

The Gospel is God’s Mysterious Wisdom
Proclaimed through His Spirit

I. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS NOT HUMANLY
DISCOVERED (6-9)
II. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS DIVINELY ATTAINED
(10-16)

I. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS NOT HUMANLY

DISCOVERED (6-9)

a. It’s A Mystery (6-8)
 “I [Paul] was chosen to explain to everyone this
mysterious plan that God… had kept secret from the
beginning” (Eph 3:9 NLT)
 This particular mystery is regarding the Gospel:
• 1 Cor 15:3-4
• 1 Tim 1:15

1 Corinthians 15:3-4
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received, that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures”

1 Timothy 1:15
“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.”

I. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS NOT HUMANLY

DISCOVERED (6-9)

a. It’s A Mystery (6-8)
 “I [Paul] was chosen to explain to everyone this
mysterious plan that God… had kept secret from the
beginning” (Eph 3:9 NLT)
 This particular mystery is regarding the Gospel:
• 1 Cor 15:3-4
• 1 Tim 1:15

 God’s plan was to share the “secret” at 1st Coming of
Christ
• Eph 3:4-5

Ephesians 3:4-5
“And by referring to this, when you read you can
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which
in other generations was not made known to the sons
of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles
and prophets in the Spirit”

I. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS NOT HUMANLY

DISCOVERED (6-9)

a. It’s A Mystery (6-8)
 “I [Paul] was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious
plan that God… had kept secret from the beginning” (Eph
3:9 NLT)
 This particular mystery is regarding the Gospel:
• 1 Cor 15:3-4
• 1 Tim 1:15
 God’s plan was to share the “secret” at 1st Coming of Christ
• Eph 3:4-5
 Christ Himself preached the Gospel
• Mark 1:14
• Luke 3:18

Mark 1:14
“And after John had been taken into custody,
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of
God”

Luke 3:18
“So with many other exhortations also He
preached the gospel to the people.”

I. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS NOT HUMANLY

DISCOVERED (6-9)
b. Natural Senses Can’t Reach It (9)
 Human eyes/ears CANNOT see fully what God has
given/planned
• Primarily because they are future and “in heaven”
 God doesn’t reveal all things to us tangibly through our 5
senses
 Plants differ from animals in perception as animals differ from
humans

Theme: The Gospel is God’s Mysterious Wisdom
Proclaimed through His Spirit

II. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS DIVINELY ATTAINED (10-16)

a. By Revelation (10-11)


The Spirit of God is the Communicator of God’s truth



Deep truths of God are known only by His Spirit



God “reveals” His wisdom only through His Spirit
o Deut 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD
our God, but the things revealed belong to us and
to our sons forever, that we may observe all the
words of this law.”



“True knowledge cannot be obtained unless you
learn it from the inside.” (K Hughes)

II. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS DIVINELY ATTAINED (10-16)

b. By Inspiration (12-13)


God sent His Spirit into His sanctified ones – that we
may know Him!
o 2 Tim 1:7

2 Timothy 1:7
“For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but
of power and love and discipline.”

II. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS DIVINELY ATTAINED (10-16)

b. By Inspiration (12-13)


God sent His Spirit into His sanctified ones – that we may
know Him!
o



2 Tim 1:7

Inspiration is the process of “receiving” the Spirit of God and
the truths He “gives” us
o

Faith, repentance then inspiration… (Act 2:38)

Acts 2:38
“And Peter [said] to them, "Repent, and let each of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.”

“The bible is the Spirit’s vehicle for bringing God’s
revelation.” (John MacArthur)

II. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS DIVINELY ATTAINED (10-16)

b. By Inspiration (12-13)


God sent His Spirit into His sanctified ones – that we may
know Him!
o



Inspiration is the process of “receiving” the Spirit of God and
the truths He “gives” us
o



2 Tim 1:7

Faith, repentance then inspiration… (Act 2:38)

Spiritual people understand God’s words and message
precisely because they are able to do so by the Holy Spirit.
o

Micah 3:8

o

2 Peter 1:21

Micah 3:8
“On the other hand I am filled with power, with the Spirit
of the LORD, and with justice and courage to make
known to Jacob his rebellious act, even to Israel his sin.”

2 Peter 1:21
“for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human
will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from
God.”

II. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS DIVINELY ATTAINED (10-16)

c. By Illumination (14-16)


Only spiritual men can see spiritual things because they have
the Spirit of God teaching from within = illumination =
understanding
o

Psalm 119:18

o

1 John 2:27

Psalm 119:18
“Open my eyes, that I may behold Wonderful things from
Thy law”

1 John 2:27
“And as for you, the anointing which you received from
Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to
teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all
things, and is true and is not a lie”

II. GOD’S (GOSPEL) WISDOM IS DIVINELY ATTAINED (10-16)

c. By Illumination (14-16)


Only spiritual men can see spiritual things because they have
the Spirit of God teaching from within = illumination =
understanding
o

Psalm 119:18

o

1 John 2:27



Natural man: the Gospel is foolish because it turns his world
of values and systems “upside down”



The spiritual man is not trapped into fearing the natural
man’s assessment of him.
o

John 15:15 & 20

John 15:15 & 20
“No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not
know what his master is doing; but I have called you
friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I
have made known to you”
“Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not
greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they
will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will
keep yours also”

Wrap Up:
Theme: The Gospel is God’s Mysterious Wisdom Proclaimed
through His Spirit
We either raise ourselves somehow to God’s level to know Him and
His wisdom, or God lowers Himself to ours!
– Christ did so as He stooped into humanity and suffered for our
sins, that we might know Him
– By our faith in Christ, God sends His Spirit into us allowing us
to understand more about God, ourselves and this world
– God predestined to give His own this wisdom of Himself
• Prior to this revelation of Himself – it was a mystery
– Had the rulers of this age understood this mystery (wisdom)
they would not have crucified Christ
– To get to know the true God we can’t use our human means –
He reveals Himself: in His Son and through His Spirit

