First Sunday of Advent:
Faithfulness
Bible Reading: Psalm 100
Theme: God is faithful; Christ the King came
once and will return as promised!
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Psalm 100
“A Psalm for Thanksgiving. Shout joyfully to the LORD, all
the earth. Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him
with joyful singing. Know that the LORD Himself is God; It
is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His
people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter His gates with
thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him,
bless His name. For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is
everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations.”

Focus of Entire Advent Season:
o Preparation to celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ – His “first
advent”
o Anticipate the return of Christ the King – His “second advent”

Focus of First Sunday of Advent:


Faithfulness of God as celebrated in Psalm 100
 After Solomon, Israelites were: abused, led astray & lulled
 Yet God didn’t abandon His people: Isaiah 40:10-11
 “Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, with
His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with
Him, and His recompense before Him. Like a
shepherd He will tend His flock, in His arm He will
gather the lambs, and carry them in His bosom; He
will gently lead the nursing ewes.”



God provided Himself in Jesus the Christ

• Isaiah 8:11-9:7 Prophecy of Judgment turning to
Joy - beginning in the land of Christ’s childhood
(Galilee).
• By the time of Isaiah (760-700 BC) Judah/Israel had turned
their backs on God and so Assyria was already threatening the
Northern tribes as judgment from God.

Isaiah 8:11-9:7
I. SIGNS OF “MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ” &
“SHEAR-JASHUB” (8:11-22)
II. PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S BIRTH (9:1-7)

Isaiah 8:11-22
“The LORD has given me a strong warning not to think like
everyone else does. He said, “Don’t call everything a
conspiracy, like they do, and don’t live in dread of what
frightens them. Make the LORD of Heaven’s armies holy in
your life. He is the one you should fear. He is the one who
should make you tremble. He will keep you safe. But to
Israel and Judah he will be a stone that makes people
stumble, a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of
Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare. Many will stumble
and fall, never to rise again. They will be snared and
captured.” Preserve the teaching of God; entrust his
instructions to those who follow me.
17 I will wait for the LORD, who has turned away from the
descendants of Jacob. I will put my hope in him. I and the
children the LORD has given me serve as signs and warnings
to Israel from the LORD of Heaven’s Armies who dwells in
his Temple on Mount Zion.

Isaiah 8:11-22
“19 Someone may say to you, “Let’s ask the mediums and
those who consult the spirits of the dead. With their
whisperings and mutterings, they will tell us what to do.”
But shouldn’t people ask God for guidance? Should the
living seek guidance from the dead? Look to God’s
instructions and teachings! People who contradict his word
are completely in the dark. They will go from one place to
another, weary and hungry. And because they are hungry,
they will rage and curse their king and their God. They will
look up to heaven and down at the earth, but wherever
they look, there will be trouble and anguish and dark
despair. They will be thrown out into the darkness.”

I. SIGNS OF “MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ” & “SHEAR-JASHUB”
Summary: As the Judah fears the end of it’s dynasty, Isaiah directs all
to fear and trust Jehovah for salvation & deliverance.

o The Necessity for Personal Separation (Vv 11-16)


Don’t fear this so-called “conspiracy”, rather regard
Jehovah as holy and fear Him alone!

o The Response of Isaiah (Vv 17-18)


Isaiah chooses to wait upon the Lord Who has hidden
Himself from Jacob (Israel & Judah)



“Maher-shalal-hash-baz” – “swift is the booty, speedy is
the prey”



“Shear-jashub” – “a remnant shall return”

I. SIGNS OF “MAHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ” & “SHEAR-JASHUB”

o The Folly of Resorting to the Occult (Vv 19-22)


Isaiah declares “should not a people consult their God”
instead?



During invasions/exiles these wicked will be in utter
“distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish, and they
will be driven away into darkness”



BUT … God reveals His promise of an end to the “gloom …
darkness” to a small portion of Israel in Galilee

THEME: God is faithful, Christ the King came once and
will return as promised!

Isaiah 9:1-7
“Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever.
The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a
time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road
that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory. The
people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in
a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. You will enlarge the nation of
Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice before you as people
rejoice at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder. For you will
break the yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their
shoulders. You will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you
destroyed the army of Midian. The boots of the warrior and the
uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be fuel for the
fire.
• 6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest
on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His government and its peace
will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of
his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the
LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!”

II. PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S BIRTH

Summary: The threat to the Davidic throne is resolved by Jehovah
sending His own Son – Jesus the Christ as Eternal King.

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown …

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary on Isaiah 8-9

“First, Judah shall not, cannot perish, because IMMANUEL,
the Virgin's Son, is to come forth from his loins. Next, one of
the invaders shall soon perish, and the kingdoms of neither be
enlarged. Further, while the Lord will be the Sanctuary of such
as confide in these promises and await their fulfillment, He
will drive to confusion, darkness, and despair the vast
multitude of the nation who despised His oracles, and, in their
anxiety and distress, betook themselves to the lying oracles of
the heathen. This carries us down to the end of the eighth
chapter. At the opening of the ninth chapter a sudden light is
seen breaking in upon one particular part of the country, the
part which was to suffer most in these wars and devastations
- "the land of Zebulun, and the land of Naphtali, the way of
the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee and the Gentiles.”

II. PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S BIRTH

Summary: The threat to the Davidic throne is resolved by Jehovah
sending His own Son – Jesus the Christ as Eternal King.

o The Time of Messiah’s Coming (Vv 1-5)


That threat now becomes an opportunity for God to
reveal His plan and demonstrate that this Davidic kingdom
will be established FOREVER in the person of Jesus the
Christ.

• “in former times” – speaks of invasion by Assyria of
Northern tribes
• “but later on” – speaks of the very distant future:
– Birth of the Messiah (first advent of Christ)
» “Galilee of the gentiles”

II. PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S BIRTH

Summary: The threat to the Davidic throne is resolved by Jehovah
sending His own Son – Jesus the Christ as Eternal King.

o The Time of Messiah’s Coming (Vv 1-5)


That threat now becomes an opportunity for God to
reveal His plan and demonstrate that this Davidic kingdom
will be established FOREVER in the person of Jesus the
Christ.

• “in former times” – speaks of invasion by Assyria of
Northern tribes
• “but later on” – speaks of the very distant future:
– Birth of the Messiah (first advent of Christ)
» “Galilee of the gentiles”
» Matthew 4:13-16

Matthew 4:13-16
“And leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum,
which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.
This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the
prophet, saying, "THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND
OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE
JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES -- "THE PEOPLE WHO
WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND TO
THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF
DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.”

II. PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S BIRTH

Summary: The threat to the Davidic throne is resolved by Jehovah
sending His own Son – Jesus the Christ as Eternal King.

o The Time of Messiah’s Coming (Vv 1-5)


That threat now becomes an opportunity for God to
reveal His plan and demonstrate that this Davidic kingdom
will be established FOREVER in the person of Jesus the
Christ.

• “in former times” – speaks of invasion by Assyria of
Northern tribes
• “but later on” – speaks of the very distant future:
– Birth of the Messiah (first advent of Christ)
» Galilee of gentiles
» Matthew 14:13-16
– Return of Christ (second advent)
» Zech 14:4 & Acts 1:11

Zechariah 14:4
“And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount
of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a
very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move
toward the north and the other half toward the south..”

Acts 1:11
“And they also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as
you have watched Him go into heaven."

II. PROPHECY OF MESSIAH’S BIRTH

o The Titles He Bears (Vv 6-7)
Jesus is THE VERY SIGN that Jehovah is giving to Ahaz (7:11) as
proof that the Davidic kingdom will not be wiped out


WONDERFUL: “wonder” is the noun and means
extraordinary



COUNSELOR: immensity of His wisdom and knowledge



MIGHTY GOD: speaks of His deity and thus power to rule



ETERNAL FATHER: length of His reign as King and Father
[God]



PRINCE OF PEACE: His peaceful rule because all enemies
will be destroyed

Conclusion:

The Gospel

THEME: God is faithful; Christ the King came once and
will return as promised!

• So what about you – unbelieving friend?
• Are you “ready” for the RETURN OF CHRIST?
– Do you care???
• You can believe right now that Jesus is the Son of
God and Your Savior!
– Then, anticipate His return with Joy & Hope

