Ecclesiastes 10

[10:1] Dead flies make the perfumer's ointment give off a
stench;
so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.
[2] A wise man's heart inclines him to the right,
but a fool's heart to the left.
[3] Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense,
and he says to everyone that he is a fool.
[4] If the anger of the ruler rises against you, do not leave
your place,
for calmness will lay great offenses to rest.
[5] There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, as it
were an error proceeding from the ruler: [6] folly is set
in many high places, and the rich sit in a low place. [7] I
have seen slaves on horses, and princes walking on the
ground like slaves.

[8] He who digs a pit will fall into it,
and a serpent will bite him who breaks through a wall.
[9] He who quarries stones is hurt by them,
and he who splits logs is endangered by them.
[10] If the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen the
edge,
he must use more strength,
but wisdom helps one to succeed.
[11] If the serpent bites before it is charmed,
there is no advantage to the charmer.
[12] The words of a wise man's mouth win him favor,
but the lips of a fool consume him.
[13] The beginning of the words of his mouth is
foolishness,
and the end of his talk is evil madness.

[14] A fool multiplies words,
though no man knows what is to be,
and who can tell him what will be after him?
[15] The toil of a fool wearies him,
for he does not know the way to the city.
[16] Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child,
and your princes feast in the morning!
[17] Happy are you, O land, when your king is the son of
the nobility,
and your princes feast at the proper time,
for strength, and not for drunkenness!

[18] Through sloth the roof sinks in,
and through indolence the house leaks.

[19] Bread is made for laughter,
and wine gladdens life,
and money answers everything.
[20] Even in your thoughts, do not curse the king,
nor in your bedroom curse the rich,
for a bird of the air will carry your voice,
or some winged creature tell the matter.

[10:1] Dead flies make the perfumer's ointment
give off a stench; so a little folly outweighs
wisdom and honor.
Derek Kidner: It’s easier to make a stink than to
create sweetness.
Phillip Graham Ryken: A fool in the biblical sense is
not someone with below average intelligence.
Folly does not always show up on the IQ scale.
Rather, the term refers to someone who lacks
the proper fear of God and therefore is prone to
go the wrong direction in life. It is the fool who
says in his heart ‘There is no God’ (Psalm 14:1).

[2] A wise man's heart inclines him to the right,
but a fool's heart to the left.
Matthew 25 [31] “When the Son of Man comes
in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit on his glorious throne. [32] Before
him will be gathered all the nations, and he
will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. [33] And he will place the sheep on his
right, but the goats on the left.

[3] Even when the fool walks on the road, he
lacks sense, and he says to everyone that he
is a fool.
(Jeremiah 17:9 ESV) [9] The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand it?

[4] If the anger of the ruler rises against you, do
not leave your place, for calmness will lay
great offenses to rest.
What do we do if a ruler rises against us –
remain calm!

[5] There is an evil that I have seen under the
sun, as it were an error proceeding from the
ruler: [6] folly is set in many high places, and
the rich sit in a low place. [7] I have seen
slaves on horses, and princes walking on the
ground like slaves.

Derek Kidner: It’s better to have one angry
person than two.

(1 Peter 2:13-15)
[13] Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, [14] or
to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and
to praise those who do good. [15] For this is the will of God,
that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people.
(1 Peter 2:23)
[23] When he was reviled, he did not revile in return;
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued
entrusting himself to him who judges justly.

[8] He who digs a pit will fall into it,
and a serpent will bite him who breaks through a wall.
[9] He who quarries stones is hurt by them,
and he who splits logs is endangered by them.
(Psalm 35:7 ESV) [7] For without cause they hid their net
for me;
without cause they dug a pit for my life.
(Psalm 7:15-16) [15] He makes a pit, digging it out,
and falls into the hole that he has made.
[16] His mischief returns upon his own head,
and on his own skull his violence descends.

Phillip Graham Ryken: For every folly, there is an equal
and opposite self-destruction. The addict seeks the
calm of the drink or the thrill of the hit but ends up
wasting away. The selfish husband or wife wants to
have things his or her own way but in trying to get it
ruins the relationship and loses everything. The angry
father or mother wants more control, but angry
emotions set everyone on edge, which only leads to
more chaos, more anger, and ultimately less control.
These are some of the outcomes of folly, dig a pit and
you will fall in. Break down the wall, and the snake of
sin will come in and bite you.

[10] If the iron is blunt, and one does not
sharpen the edge, he must use more
strength, but wisdom helps one to succeed.
Good tools make all the difference. If you
have good tools you can do a good job, and
you can do it with ease.

[11] If the serpent bites before it is charmed,
there is no advantage to the charmer.
(Matthew 7:24-27)
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and
does them will be like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.
And everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built
his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against
that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

[12] The words of a wise man's mouth win him favor,
but the lips of a fool consume him.
[13] The beginning of the words of his mouth is
foolishness, and the end of his talk is evil madness.
[14] A fool multiplies words,
though no man knows what is to be,
and who can tell him what will be after him?
(Matthew 12:34)
[34] You brood of vipers! How can you speak good,
when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks.

[15] The toil of a fool wearies him,
for he does not know the way to the city.

[16] Woe to you, O land, when your king is a
child, and your princes feast in the morning!
(1 Timothy 2:2) [2] for kings and all who are in
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every
way.
[17] Happy are you, O land, when your king is
the son of the nobility, and your princes feast
at the proper time, forr strength, and not for
drunkenness!

[18] Through sloth the roof sinks in, and through
indolence the house leaks.
[19] Bread is made for laughter, and wine gladdens
life, and money answers everything.
[20] Even in your thoughts, do not curse the king,
nor in your bedroom curse the rich, for a bird of the
air will carry your voice, or some winged creature tell
the matter.

