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Ephesians 1:3-14
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms
because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before he made the
world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and
without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us
into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus
Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great
pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he has
poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. 7 He is so rich in
kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the
blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his
kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.
9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious plan regarding
Christ, a plan to fulfill his own good pleasure. 10 And this is the
plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under
the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth.

11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have
received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance,
and he makes everything work out according to his plan.
12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in
Christ would bring praise and glory to God. 13 And now you
Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God
saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as
his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long
ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the
inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his
own people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him.

Outline
I.

WILL OF GOD: GOAL – HIS GLORY (vv3-6)

II. WORK OF CHRIST: GOAL – HIS GLORY (vv7-12)

III. WITNESS OF HOLY SPIRIT: GOAL – HIS GLORY

(vv13-14)

I. WILL OF GOD: GOAL – HIS GLORY (vv 3-6)
a. Every Spiritual Blessing (v3)


“everything” that heaven has to offer



All that the Lord has, those in Christ have (Rom 8-16-17)



This is the endowment of every saint of God

b. Adoption By Election (vv4-5)


Election is God picking out of mankind, before
creation occurred, those that He wants to be His people
in heaven with Him forever.


We also have a will of our own!



Purpose is for us to be holy and blameless

I. WILL OF GOD: GOAL – HIS GLORY (vv 3-6)
b. Adoption By Election (vv4-5)


Predestination is to “mark out beforehand” someone
or something for a particular purpose.




Purpose is for adoption as the Father’s sons and
daughters

Adoption as sons = son-ship (Rom 8:15 & Gal 4:5)

God’s plan:
God’s good pleasure (desire/joy) was and is man to be the
perfect creation through our own choice of holiness. We
failed in sin, but God found this perfection in Jesus Christ,
His beloved Son. So the Father’s will is to give son-ship to
all those that are in Christ so that He may have many sons
bearing the perfect image of Christ.

I. WILL OF GOD: GOAL – HIS GLORY (vv 3-6)
b. Adoption By Election (vv4-5)


Predestination is to “mark out beforehand” someone
or something for a particular purpose.


Purpose is for adoption as the Father’s sons and
daughters



Adoption as sons = son-ship (Rom 8:15 & Gal 4:5)



Election, Predestination & Adoption are first for God’s
glory and second for our good! (v6)
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II. WORK OF CHRIST: GOAL – HIS GLORY(vv7-12)
a. Redemption (vv7-8)


Paying a ransom in order to release a person from
bondage, especially that of slavery.


“Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin” (Jn 8:34)

1 Peter 18-19:
“Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable
things like silver or gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood,
as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of
Christ.”

II. WORK OF CHRIST: GOAL – HIS GLORY(vv7-12)
a. Redemption (vv7-8)


Paying a ransom in order to release a person from
bondage, especially that of slavery.


“Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin” (Jn 8:34)



By this process God “delivered us from the domain of
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son” (Col 1:13-14)



God didn’t just meet us “in our need”, but according to
the riches of His grace showered upon us.

II. WORK OF CHRIST: GOAL – HIS GLORY(vv7-12)
b. Administration (vv9-10)


“The summing up of all things”: what things?

Colossians 1:16
“For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been
created through Him and for Him.”

II. WORK OF CHRIST: GOAL – HIS GLORY(vv7-12)
b. Administration (vv9-10)


“The summing up of all things”: what things?



ŏikŏnŏmia (lit. economy) “administration” (i.e.
President Obama’s administration) or “dispensation” or
“stewardship” everything will be under Christ’s specific
authority & direction



This ultimately begins at the end times when Christ
returns and will be throughout eternity.

II. WORK OF CHRIST: GOAL – HIS GLORY(vv7-12)
c. Heritage (vv11-12)
1.

God’s plan includes us to be heirs of His, in fact “coheirs” with Christ (Rom 8:17).




Saints are given an inheritance “which is
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for [us]” (1 Pet 1:3-4)
This inheritance includes “things present or
things to come; all things belong to you” (1 Cor
3:22)

2.

The translation also equally allows that saints are God’s
heritage as v14 reiterates (His “possession”) just like Israel is
(Deut 32:9).



God’s glory is preeminent!

“Man is redeemed for the purpose of restoring the
divine image marred by sin. Because God’s intention in
creating men was that they should bear the divine
image, salvation’s goal is creation’s goal. God desires
creatures that will give Him glory by both proclaiming
and displaying His glory. For that reason He redeems
men.” (J. MacArthur)
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All Spiritual Blessings we have in Christ
are through Grace and for God’s Glory.

III. WITNESS OF HOLY SPIRIT: GOAL – HIS GLORY (vv 13-14)
a. Sealing (v13)


Sealing shows ownership, so sealing with Holy
Spirit shows believers became God’s property (Rom
8:9 & 2 Tim 2:19)



Holy Spirit of “promise” is He whom Christ spoke of
and promised

b. Guarantee (v14)


We have been adopted by God Himself, the Holy Spirit
is a “down-payment” of the inheritance that each “son”
is to receive when Christ returns for His own.



God has purchased us – so we are His “possession”
whom Christ will “redeem” - physically take us at His
return to be with Him eternally.

Conclusion:
Theme:

All Spiritual Blessings we have in Christ
are through Grace and for God’s Glory

“Not only are we now saved from the PENALTY of OUR
SINS, but we are truly DESTINED to have tremendous
IMPORTANCE to GOD.”





We have value to Him for which He paid a high price
He has and will lavish us with ALL that He has
Making us His with all that entails brings tremendous
Glory to Himself

Application:
 Adoption includes the responsibility in this life to “be

imitators of God as His beloved children” (5:1)
 Since holiness is the purpose of our election, our life of
holiness is the only evidence of our election (i.e.
salvation).


Gospel preaching is the means that God has
chosen to deliver from blindness and bondage
those whom He has elected. (J. Stott)

