Who Am I Working For?
Ecclesiastes 4:4-16
Theme: Work is most rewarding when
it’s for God’s glory and good of
others.
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Ecclesiastes 4:4-16
“And I have seen that every labor and every skill which is done is
the result of rivalry between a man and his neighbor. This too is
vanity and striving after wind. The fool folds his hands and
consumes his own flesh. One hand full of rest is better than two
fists full of labor and striving after wind. Then I looked again at
vanity under the sun. There was a certain man without a
dependent, having neither a son nor a brother, yet there was no
end to all his labor. Indeed, his eyes were not satisfied with
riches and he never asked, "And for whom am I laboring and
depriving myself of pleasure?" This too is vanity and it is a
grievous task. Two are better than one because they have a good
return for their labor. For if either of them falls, the one will lift
up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is
not another to lift him up.

Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but
how can one be warm alone? And if one can overpower him
who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not
quickly torn apart. A poor, yet wise lad is better than an old
and foolish king who no longer knows how to receive
instruction. For he has come out of prison to become king,
even though he was born poor in his kingdom. I have seen all
the living under the sun throng to the side of the second lad
who replaces him. There is no end to all the people, to all who
were before them, and even the ones who will come later will
not be happy with him, for this too is vanity and striving after
wind.”

Outline
I.

COMPETITION: WORKING TO “GET AHEAD” (4-8)

II. COOPERATION: WORKING WITH OTHERS (9-12)
III. CONCEIT: LACK OF TEACHABILITY CAN DEPOSE

KINGS (13-16)

I. COMPETITION: WORKING TO “GET AHEAD” (4-8)
Summary: Solomon tells us ALL labor is done due to competition
among people to out-do each other and then gives us
two extremes, and the prudent path to working.
a. Two Fisted Worker/Businessman (vv4,6-8)

I. COMPETITION: WORKING TO “GET AHEAD” (4-8)
Two Fisted Worker/Businessman (vv4,6-8)

a.
•

Works to have ALL he can and be “ahead” of his neighbor

•

Prov 27:20 “Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, nor are the
eyes of man ever satisfied.”
Fool Who Doesn’t Work At All (v5)

b.
•

The one who decides the rat-race of hard work is not for him

•

Prov 6:6-11 “a little sleep … a little folding of the hands to rest”
One Fisted Worker Takes Time To Rest With Other Fist (v6)

c.
•

“Moderate pains and moderate gains will do best.” (M. Henry)

•

This person seems to have asked “who am I working for?”

II. COOPERATION: WORKING WITH OTHERS (9-12)
Summary: Two are better than one because they can support each
other when needed.

II. COOPERATION: WORKING WITH OTHERS (9-12)
Summary: Two are better than one because they can support each
other when needed.

Better Productivity (v9)

a.
•

2>1+1: the human nature equation since they can spur each
other on

•

Mark 6:7 “And He … began to send them out in pairs…”

Help & Protection (vv10, 12)

b.
•

“Buddy system” is not just a Boy Scout policy, but a life
principle!

•

Gen 2:18 "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make
him a helper suitable for him.“

•

Christ in the Middle: “cord of 3 strands not quickly torn
apart”

II. COOPERATION: WORKING WITH OTHERS (9-12)
Companionship (v11)

c.
•

Companionship is better than loneliness

•

Prison: “solitary confinement” is punishment

•

Work is more rewarding when we do it WITH AND FOR others

•

Lone Christians can get “cold” easily, yet the fire of fellow Christians
can re-warm us

•

Heb 10:24-25 “and let us consider how to stimulate one another to
love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more,
as you see the day drawing near.”

III. CONCEIT: LACK OF TEACHABILITY CAN DEPOSE KINGS
(13-16)
Summary: better to lead with teachable spirit, than too proud to get
counsel
a.

Rags To Riches & Power Story

b.

Isolation At It’s Worst
•

Being at the “top” isolates, then insulates from counsel

•

Prov 27:9 “… man’s counsel is sweet to his friend”

•

Prov 27:17 “… iron sharpens iron”
Positions of Power/Authority Take Heed

c.
•

•
•

Business owners & leaders
Elders
Heads of household

Conclusion: “Who am I (king, elder, parent) working for?”
Theme: Work is most rewarding when it’s for God’s glory
and good of others.

Gospel is ultimate “rags to riches & power” story…
 Confessing your sin & accepting Christ as savior gives hope
& purpose
 Now you/I can “work” for His glory while “working” for

good of others
 Most rewarding, pleasurable and eternal.

