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1 Corinthians 7:17-24
17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned
to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all
the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already
circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of
circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised?
Let him not seek circumcision.19 For neither circumcision
counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the
commandments of God. 20 Each one should remain in the
condition in which he was called.

1 Corinthians 7:21-24
21 Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it.
But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the
opportunity. 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a
freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a
slave of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become
slaves of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was
called, there let him remain with God.

Big Idea:

God called you with a specific purpose in His kingdom
Outline
1. The Principle (v. 17)
2. Example from the Religious Sphere (18-20)
3. Example from the Social Sphere (21-23)
4. The Principle (v. 24)

1. The Principle (v. 17)
17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to
him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the
churches.
The biblical truth: One man, and one woman, for life!
A person’s station in life should not change when they come to faith
in Christ.

Their relationship to Christ was compatible with any social
relationship or position they currently had.

Stay as you were called

1. God is sovereign
2. God assigns each a place

3. God is sovereign from eternity past
4. Singleness is not second class; marriage is not a superior class
V.17 - “This is my rule in all the churches”

2. Example from the Religious Sphere (vv. 18-20)
18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not
seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his
call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision.19 For neither
circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the
commandments of God. 20 Each one should remain in the condition in
which he was called.
His point: Christian Jews should not try to change their status anymore
that Gentiles who came to faith in Christ.
Why? V. 19 – “Neither…counts for anything”
What’s important? V. 19b – “Keeping the commandments of God”

3. Example from the Social Sphere (21-23)
21 Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. But
if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity. 22
For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the
Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a slave of Christ. 23
You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.
“He does not have to be a slave to being a slave, as though God
could never change his social condition.” David Jackman
• Have an eternal perspective
• Being a bond-servant of Christ is best of all
• “You were bought with a price…”

4. The Principle – One More Time! (v.24)
24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him
remain with God.
Key point: When we allow others to put their rules into place, instead of
God’s commands, we lose our freedom.

Wrapping it Up
1. Stay as you were called and keep obeying God’s commands

2. Your circumstances in life are not the most important thing
3. You have been set free to be your true redeemed self

